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Mining Assessor (Berg Assessor) Rottwell
Certified Engineer (Diplom Ingenieur) 26 April 1945

Kurt GERSTEIN

Personal data: *CERSITIN, Kurt, Mining Assessor, excluded from State
service in 1936 for anti-nazi act{zjties. Certified Engineer. Born
on 11 August 1905 at MUNSIER, Westphali8. Associated with the factery
?E LIMON, FLUHVE and CO, automatic greasing for railroad engines,
Brake factory WESUINGHOUSE, KNORR etc. DﬁSELDORF INDUSIRIE S1RASSE =17
Father: ILudwig GERSIEIN, 3¢ LANDGRERICHS PRASIDENT (President of
the Superior Court) retireé, HAGEN, Westhhalig.
Mother: Clare GERSIEIN nee SCEMPANN, died in 1931
‘ .married since 2 May 1937 to Elfriede, nee BENSCH; (residing)
3 at 1G#BINGEN, Gartenstrasse, 24, 3 children: Arnulf, 5; Adelheid,5%i
1 Olafr,2.
Iife: 1905-1911 Munster, 1911 to 1919 Saarbrucken, 1519 to 1921

Halberstadt, 1921-1925 Neuruppin near Berlin. Graduated from school

1925. TUniversities studies: Universities and %echnical colleges at
Narburg/lahn, Aachen, Berlin-Charlottenbmurg. 1931 Examination efer
certified engineer. Since 1925 active member of the organized prot-
estant youdh,YVMHA, 5 above all qQf the Tducated Chris‘ian Yorth called
BK (BIEZL KREIS) : :

Politics: Adherent of STRESTEVANN and BRUENING, active for them.

Since June 1933 persecuted by the Gestapo for Christian anti-nazi
'activities. 'Entered the National Social German Worker Party on X

;2 Maj IS8 2 Octpber 1936 excluded from the Nazi party for activit-
E ies directed against the party and the state. 30 January 1935 public

protest at the theater of the city of Hagen/Westphalia against the

anti-christian drama »WITIEKIND». Beaten and wounded by the Nazis.
-~ 27 November 1935 examination for mining official (Berg assessor),
; 5 : s 1 -
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3 civil serviee position at Saarbrucken. 27 September 1936 imprisoned
1 by the Gestapo for activities directed against the State, for having
: sent 8500 anti-nazi pamphlets to high state officials. In prison

i

until the end of October 1936. Excluded from the civil service.
December 1936 until the beginning of the war: Medical studies at

Tubingen, Institute for the Protestant NMedical Tropic Mission.

Since 1931 I have given about one third of my annual income = that

makes one third of BRM 18000 - to my religious ideals. -I had printed
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and mailed about 230000 religious, anti-nazi pamphlets at my own ex-
F pense. ‘
From 14 July to 23 August 1936 I was imprisoned for the second
time at the concentration carp WELZHEIN. Hearing of the massacres
of the imbeciles and insane at GRAFENECK, HADAMAR, etc. I was shocked
and hurt in my innermost feelings, since there is an instance of the
kind in my own family, and I had but one desire: 1o look into all
of iibgi machinery and then to shout at everyone. Equipped with two

references of the two Gestapo men who had worked on ry case, 1t was

) ¢ i

not hard to join the armed SS. From 10 March to 2 June 1941 I, to-

TR

gether with 40 doctors, received military basic training at HAM%?RG—
LANGENHOORN, ARNHE{M and ORANIENBURG. &n account of my twdhﬁ;a ning§-
technical and medical- I was ordered to enter the medical-technical
service of the Jlti! S8 = Command - Sanitary service of the Armed SS -
ngrqup D, Hygiene. At this office I selected for myself the Joy of
fmmediately building disinfecting equipment and filters for drinkine

"ater ror the soldiers and for PW and concentrationcarps. fﬁ.account

of my exact knowledge of the industry I“gﬁcceed d- saqpa~ my predec-
E; essors had not.; Thus it became possible'to¢considerab1y}iayesathe

death rate arong the prisoners. As reward for my success 1 soon was

 made Lieutenant. 1In december 1941 the court which ordered my exclusioy |
;fropmﬁhe Nazi party 1learned of my joining the Armed SS. Great effo
P T
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. were made to expel me and to persecute me. But 4n account of success

—— ~ = B |
’
I was deciared sincere and ind#spensgble. In January 1942 I was ap-
rointed chief of the technical disinfecting service, which contained
also the office dealing with extremely poisonous disinfecting gases.
On 8 June 1942 SS Mayor GUENIHER of the Reich Main Security Office
ﬁnknown to me,entered my office dressed in civilian clothes. He EMXEYFEX
Prdered me to obtain 100 kg of prussic acid and to proceed with him*
to a place known only-to the driver of the truck. We started our trip
at the Poﬁ‘f\ factory near COLLIN (Prague). After the truck had been
loaded we left for LUBLIN,.Poland. We took with us Professor Dr Max

PFANNENS1IEL, full professor of Hygiene al the University of MARBURG/

LAHN: At Lublin SsMajor GeneraI.GLOBOCNEK awaited us. He told us:
»This is one of the most secret things there is, even the most secret
one. Eieryone who talks will be shot immediately. Yest@rday, two
persons who had talked died.» Then he explained to us: at present-
17 August 1942~ there are three establishments:

1. BELCEC orn the road from Lublin to Lemberg where it c¢rosses the
Russian demarcatiog§ line. Maximum per day 15,000 (seen8)

2. SOBPBOR, I do not know exactly where, @ot seen} 20,000 persons
per day. _
3. TREELINKA 120 kilometers northeast ﬂ-}i Wai'saw. 25,000 per
day(seeﬂ} '

4. MATDANNEK near Lublin, seenin preparation

GLOBOCNEK said: «You will have to disinfect very large cuantities

—of clothing, ten or twenty times as large as the result of the »SPIN-

NSTOFFSAMMLUNG» (Collectiem of clothing and textiles) which had been
conducted only in order to camouflage the origin of Jewish, Polish,

czeéh, etc. clothingg.~ four other duty will be to change the system

'ra?or our gas chambers, now working on the exhaust fumes of an 0ld Diesal

;hOto:fto a substance which is more poisonous and which works raster=.~f/
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vis. prussic acid. But the Fuehrer and HIMVLEZR who were here on 15

August - ie,the day before yesturday - have ENXEXEX ordered me to

: \
FﬁﬂW“Q;Lompany wysoAL 211 those who *uygpto see those installations. Prof-

—

essor PFANNENSIIEL asked »But what does the Fp@hrer say? GLOBOCNEK,
now SS and Police Chief of the Adriatie Coast at Trieste: »Carry
out the action faster and faster is what he said.» Dr Herbert LINDNTR,

section chief (MINISIERIAL DIREKIOR) in the Prussisn Department of *
the jnterior (asked): »Would it not be better to burn XNNE the bodies

rather than bury them? Another generation might think differently
about these matters.» GLOBOCNEK: »But ‘b gentlemen, if there ever
should come after us a genération so cowardly, so sort-i;aded that

it would not understand our act which is so good and so necessary,
theﬂ,gentlemen, the entire National Shlénffsu\would have been in vain.-
To the contrary we should bury bronze tablets on which it is inscribed
that we were the ones who had thé courage to carry out this gigantic
deedwr HITLER then said: »Yes, my good GLOBOCNEK, that is a saying,
and it is also my opinion.» The next #ay we left for BELCEK. A spec-
ial railroad station with two platforms slopes down a hill of yellow
sand quhifnorth of the I1UBLIN-LEMBERG railroad and highway. To the
south near the highway were some official buildings marked »Service
Station BELCEC of the Armed SS.» GLOBOCNEC introduced me to SS Captain
OBERMEYER of Pirmasens who showed me the irstallations very reluctantly.
On that day no corpses were visible, but the smell all over the region
and in the highway was pestilenfitl]‘. Next to the 1little station

was & big shed marked »Cloakroom» with a counter »Valuables». Then a XX
room with 100 chairs »Hairdressern. Then a corridor 150 melers long

in the open air! barbeuh wire on both sides with ?agﬁrs_;go the
baths and inhalations»! Before us was a building m bathhouse,

right and left a big concrete pot with geraniums of other flowers.

After having climbed & 1ittle staircase to the right and to the left

N o
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- B gﬁhoﬁs the lungs; this inhalation is necessary against contagious

] .
three of four rooms like garages 4 by 5 meters and 1.90 meters high.

‘f the back, invisible, were wooden exits. On the roof the Star of
David in copper. In front of the building the 1nscfiption= »HECKEN-
HOLIE FOUNDAIION».  TEEXEXE That afternoon I did not see anything
yg}!h&{ﬁ?o&. # The next morning, a few XEFKIKEE minutes before 7 AM
I was tolds The first train will arrive in ten minutes! - Truly,
after a few minutes the first train arrived from LEMBERG. 45 cars*
containing 6700 persons. 145 O were already dead upon the arrival,
Behind the little windows closed with barbed wire were children,
7ellow, filled with fear) women and men.”) The train arrived. 200
U’dt‘!ims. forcea to do this work, toreﬁ; doors eped and Ma
the people out of the cars with.leather whips. Then a greatrloud-

speaker gave instructions. xemove all clothing, including protheses
and &?{m the open, a few in the shea. ‘Tie the shoes together
with a small piece of string offered by a small four-yeart»old Jewish
boy. ‘turn in all valuables, all money at the counter marked "Valuab-
les™ withbut (obtaining) a coupon or receipt. Then the women and
girls to the hairdresser tb have the'hair cut off with one or two
; bs of the scissors to disappear in large potato bags "to make some
hing pav¥dewdar for the submarines, thickness (?) etc." said the
sergeant in charge. ‘Then the march began, {he baihea wirpg) to the
right and to the leftw=behind them two dozen UKraiian 'ith arRedy)
rifles; they drew nearer, 1e£ by a girl of singular beauty. I and
the police captain WIRTH were in frc;t of the death chambers. They

passed us completely nude, the men, the women, the girls, the children,

the babies, the one-legged ©A8S) ull naked. In a corner a strong ¥

man told the unfortunuteq people in pastoral voice: "Nothing will

happen to you. All you have to do is to breathe strongly, that stren-

-5-
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*  dideases, it is a nice means of disinfection.” Asked as to what
 their fate would be, he said: The nén y it is true, will have to
5 work, build roads and houses, But the women are under ne duty to do

80. Unly if they want to, they may help in the household of the

More
kitchen. A few of these poor people gained axgAM a little hope#’*‘ i
enough to make them walk into the death chambers without offering
any resistance, - the majority knowsf everything, the stench indicates

TETTEERTYE

their fate. Then they climb the little staircase and see the truth.
Brothers, mothers nursing their children on their breasts, nude,
many children of all ages, nude. They hesitate, but they enter the
death chamber, the majority without#saying a word, pushed by others
behind them who are kept moving by b(;the whips of the 9. A Jewish
. woman, aged about 40 with eyes like flames called the blood of her
children on their murderers. Upon recekving five lashes across her

face from the police captain WIRTH himself, she disappears into the
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gas chamber. Many pray, others say,"who shall give us water for
the death”?(Jewish rite). In the chambers the 4 pressed the people
togethef. Captain WLRTH had ordered: "Fill well."™ The nude people
stand upon éﬁé‘other; feet, ?00-860 in 25 square meters, 45 cubic

ol . ol gk o SR A

metres! - Thé doors are being closed. In the meantime the others

st LR
|

£ from the train 'a{t in tﬁ? nude. Y am told: ™Also nakea in winter!
But they might agx\&,a.ma‘." "But that is what they are here for!"
”*”:”‘88 the answer. At that moment I understood the meaning of "Found-
~__ation HECKENHOLT"., HECKENHOLT is the name of the attendant of the
~~Diesel, the exhaust gases of which are supposed th kill these poor
people. ¥ Sergeant (UNTERSCHARFUHR:R) HECKENHOLT attempts to start
the Diesel. But it will not work. Captain WIRTH arrives. it can

SR e e |

fﬁjb’ seen that he is afraid because L am watching the failure. Ies,

‘:zq;?ﬁi see everything, and 1 wait. My stop watch recordas everything.
b , kol :




+« 50 minutes, 70 minutes, - the @iesel does not work! The people walt

W e

in their gas chambers, One can hear them cry "Just as in the syn-
agogue,™ says i Major Professor Ur PFANNENSTIEL, full professor of

.

E— hygiene at the University of hARBURG#LA eeping his ear to the
wooden door. ruriously, Captain WIRTH HECKENHOLT*Ukranian

§ assistant 11 or 12 times across the face with his whip. After two

hours and 49 minutes-the stop watch has registerea everything- Zhe s

R

Diesel gets started, up to that moment the people in the four filled
chambers live, 4 times 750 persons in 4 times 45 cubic metres.
Another 25 minutes pass: Many it is true are dead. OUne can see that
through the little window through which an electric lamp permits
for .a moment a look at the interiom of the chamber. After 28 minutes
a few are still alive. After 32 minutes at last, everything is dead.
On the other side Jewish workers open the wooden doors. For their

horrible work they have been promised their freedom and a small per-

T T T S I AR

centage of the valuables and money found. . The dead are still standing

E like columns of Basalt, since there was not the least room for them

g

to fall or to lean over. sven in death one can recognize the families

g

who are still clasping tAaiM bhands. It is difficult to separate
them in order to clear the chamb::x;?r the next group. They throw oa+
o

Fpe T

the bodies which are blue, damp sweat andllﬂhe, the legs soiled

65 MENSTRVAL
ee'ancL_ blood. All over the babiié and the bodies

i with
_of the children. But there is no time. Two dozen workers are busy
0c2éss8i1ax the mouths which they open with iron hooks. “Gold to
the right, without gold to the left." Others check the anus and the

3 !n’ =TT

i

%

genitals for money, diamonds, gold, etc. uUentists remove gold teeth,

bridges and crowns with hammers, Captain WIRTH is in the middle

of it all. He is in his element, showing me a large tin can filled
i with teeth he says to me: "@ﬁlrself, the weight in gold that is
- 7 -
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only yest@rday and the day before yestaraaey."™ And you would not bel-
ieve what we find every day: "Dollars, diamond.s, gold!! = But look
for yourself - Then he took me to a jeweler who was in charge of

all those valuables. They also made me see one of the managers of
the great department store in the West of Berlin, KAUFHAUS VES WiSe
TENS, and a little man whom they made play the violin; they were the
chief of the Jewish labor detail. "That is a captain of the K and .
K Austrian army, knight of the German iron Uross, rirst Class, ('ﬁ)‘
Captain UBERMEYER told me. Then the naked bodies were thrown into
deep ditches about 100x20x12 meters located near the death chambers.
After za few days the boaies would bloat and everything would rise

2 or- 3 meters bn accbu.nt of the gas which%eloping in the corpses.
After a few days the bloating would be over, and the bodies would
collapse, Another day the ditches would be filled again and covered
with ten centimeters of sand. 1 was told that somewhat later grills
were made of railx;oad ties on which the bodies were burn&aﬁith biesel
0il and gasoline & order to make the corpses disappear. At BELCEK
and TREBLINCA they did not even bother to count the Mc‘
in a somewhat exact W" The numbers given by the BBC Radio are

not exact. Altogether 25,000,000 human beings are involved! /Not
only Jews but in preference to Poles and Czechs.who)in the ppinion
-of the Nazis,were biologically without value. The majority died
anonymously. Commissions of pseudo-doctors, simply young 1 men in
white,gowns and limousines passeda through the cities and villages

in order to point out%he old people , the tuberculars, the sick,

so that a little later they would dispppear wthe gas chambers.
Those were the Poles, the Czechs of No 111(?) who were W\’

m since they could not work. Police Captain W.IRTH requested

. _me not to suggest another method of gas chambers to Berlin but to

-8-




' leave everything as it was., 1 lied -as 1 would have in any event-

Sl Tl
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that the prussic acid had been destroyed on the transport and that

it had become very dangerous. Hence 1 Anggstiq comjelled to bury - e
it - this was done immediately. The next day we drove in CUaptain

B TR

WIRTH's car to Treblénca about 120‘kilometers NNE from Warsaw. The
installations of this place of death were almost the samé‘%iﬁi?it

-~

Belcek, but even larger. Eight gas chambers and genuine mountains

TR IS 1

of clothing and underwear, about 35-40 meters high. Then in our
'honpr“ a banquet was given esd at whithe all members of the post atte-
nded. 4 Major Proffessor Dr. Max PPANNENSTIEL, fuufo%”ﬁ;giene at
the University of Marburg /Lahn -made a speech. Your work is a high

duty, a duty m&eful and 4 necesWo me , alone) he talkea of

the institution as &# bemwbywes work-snd a humane thing. To all

T e

he said: 1f one sces the bodies of those Jews, one understands the

e

greatness of your good work! The dinner dtself was simple but upon

the ordsrs of HIMMLER®NY those who worked in this service receivea

e b2

all the butter, meat, alcoholic beverages, ®tc. they wished. Upon
our depﬁrture we were offered several kilograms of butfer and a
great number of liqueur bottles. 1 had difficulty in dissuading

P them,by lying that 1 had enough of all from our farm. ror that rea-
son PFANNENSTIEL took AVSW\ my shareﬁk“'\la went by car to Warsaw.

Waiting unsuccessfully for an empty bed, i met the secretary of the

- Swedish legation, Baron de OTTER. Since all berths were taken we
spent the night in the pasaageﬂ”¥ the sleeper. There, under my
recent impressions,l told him everything. with the request to relate
all to his government and to all the Allies. He asked me for a ref-

-@rence, As such I gave him the address of General Superintendent (EEL

{"T‘?F’"F‘T"'WWH'W?”WT"“ i

. (Chief Bupervisor of the Protestant Church) D, Otto VIBELIUS Berlin-

iﬁchterfeld-West. Bruderweg 2, friend of Martin NIEMOLLER and head
: : - = 9 e -




of the protestant resistance against national socialism. After sev-

eral weeks I saw Baron de OTTER twice more. He told me that he had

T
o
;
b

made his f!*taéf’to the Swedish government, a report which according

to his words had a great effect wpon the relations between Sweden

A,

and Germany. My attempt to refer all this to the head of the Vatia

can legation did not meet with much success. I was asked whether

;? I was a soldier. Thereupon they refused having anything to do witi
% me. Then I prepared a detailed report for Dr. WINTER secretary to

§ the Berlin diocese to have him refer all this to his bishop in Ber-
? lin and thus to the Vatican legation:uélle leaving the Vatican legf
g ation in the Rauchstrasse in Berlin I had = dangerous encounter with
} a police agent who followed me but vho Qﬂg”ﬁ%jgg;ape after g few

most disagreeable minutes.

1 w2d%s ada thet early in 1944 SS Major GUENTHER of the Reich

TR

Makbn Security Office asked me for a very large supply of prussic
acid for a secret purpose. The acid was to be delivered to his off-
ice at Berlin, Kurfurstenstrasse. I succeeded in making him believe

that it was impossible #® because much too dangerous. It concerned

aeveral.car loads of poisonous acid,enough to kill many peoples,. mil-
lions .as a matter of fact. He told me that it had not been decided
éhether. when, farwhat persons, in what manner, and where the poi-
sonwould be used. I am not sure about the intentions of the Reich

~Main Security 0ffiee and of the Security Service. But later on I S
had to think of GOEBRBELS words about "closing the doors behind them,

~if national socielism should not succeed". Maybe they intended to
kill a large portion of the German people, maybe the Koreign workers,

~  maybe the prisoners of war. - I do not know. At any rate,I made

= th; acid disappear (by using it) for disinfecting purposes as soon

">;as it arrived. That was somewhat dangerous for me but if someone

: ad askec ,e‘for the whereabouts &f the poisonous acid, I should

- 10 = !
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%” - have answered that it had alread, been in a dangerous state of dis-
£ solution and for that reason it had become necessary to use it up

; for purposes of disinfection. I am certain that GUENTEER -the son -
g #ZF of the "race specialist" GUENTHER- according to his own words .
§ had -the order to purchasefBcid AAJUAN to kill -eventually- millions
E_ of persons, maybe also in the concentration camps. I have,with 4%3“
g #e¢AAL invoices for 2,175 kilograms, actually about 8,500 kilograms, ¥
i

enough to kill 8 milliom persons. I had there invoices made out

in my name for reasons of secrecy ‘as I pretended) actually.in order

i to be more free in disposing of $hem and in order to have the pois-
onous acid disappear more easily. I never paid for those deliveries,

: in order to avoid reimbursement,thus reminding the Security Service

E “.of this eupply. The directoréﬁ%&%@%ﬁ%ﬁm
acid in phialé for the killing of people. Another'time GUENTHER

asked me whether it would be possible to kill & large number of Jews
in the open air in the trenches of the fortifications of MARIE-THER-
ESIENSTADT(TEREZIN) In order to prevent this diabolical plan I dec-

lared this method impossible. Somewhat later I heard that the SD

had obtained in some other way the prussic acid in order to kill

PR TR

the poor people at Theresienstadt (Terezin) - The most detestatle

Ty

concentration campswere not Oranienburg nor Dachau nor Belsen - but

5 Auschwitz (Oswiecem) and Mauthausengusen near Linz/Donau. There

4 millions of persons have disappeared in the gas chambers or(?) trucks
N used as gas chambers. The method of killing childre as to hold

- under theid noses a tacpon of prussic acid. If%%%gﬁgﬁin axseE in

concentration camps‘experiments conducted on living human beings

and comtinued until death occurred. Thué SS Captain Dr Med GUNDLACH
iﬁj ) has conducted such experiments at the women's concentration camp
3 at Ravensbruck near Furstenberg-Mecklenburg. At my office I read

Sk
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many reports on such experiments being performed at Buchenwald, for
example the giving of up to 100 tablets of PERVITIN a day. Other
experiments;killing in every instance 100-200 persons'were'made with
serums, lymphs, ete. HIMMLER had reserved to himself the right to

grant the permission for such expepiments.

At Oranienburd I saw disappear all the prisoners

~

who were there for being perverts (Homo-sexual).

I tried to avoid frequent visits to concentration camps, for
it was customary, especially at Mauthausen-Gusen near Linz to hang
one or two prisoners in honor of the visitors. At Mauthausen it
was customary to make the Jews work in a very high quarry- After a
while the €S on duty would say: Attention, there will be an accident
in a few minutes! And truly.a minute or two later some Jews were
thrown from the quarry falling dead ‘é’our feet. M"Accident during
work" was registered in the papers of the people thus killed. Dr
Fritez KRANZ - an anti-na~i, SS Captain - frequently told me about
such matters which heycondemned eﬂge&an and which he frequently breughi:

0 '

The crimes which were discovered at Belsen, Oranienburg, etc,
were insignificant,as compared to the others,which were committed
at Auschwitz and Mauthausen.

I plan to write a book dealing with my experiences with the

Hazis.

I am preparcd to swear that all my statements are thé full truth.

/8/ Kurt GERSTEIN

- 12 -




- SUPPLEMENT '

At my house at Berlin W35 Bulowstr. 1st floor left, I gathereq
around me a circle composed of anti-nazis. Here are the names of
some of its members.

Major LUTZREIS, now at Hamburg, Glasurit Werk

Dr Felix BUSS, Chief Legal Advisor of Telefunken, Berlin SW§§,~
Hallesches lfer 30.

Director Alex MENNE, Hamburg Glasurit Werkec.

T R PR Y S,

Clergyman BUGHHOLZ, cpaplain of the P1¥tzensee penitentiary,
whoaccompanied to the gallows the officers of 20 July 1944. These
officers as well as the ministef Martin NIEMOELLER my dear friend,
smoged cigarettes and cigars which I Bad furnished them at their
prisons

The clergyman MOCHALSKI replacing the Reverand Martin NIEMOLLER
at the annen Church at Dahlem.

|
|
3

Dorothea SCHULZ secretary to the Rever@nd Martin NIEMOLLER at

Dachau.

Emil NIEUWENHUIZEN and his friend Hendrik of Philips-Eyndhoven,

deportees whom ] had mgt in church and who for a long time were my
guest T & meal amd in order to listen to the radio.

Director HAUEISEN,Berlin NWT,Mittelstrasse*Printing shop F;aul(e

Ei; Herbert SCHARKOWSKY, editor of the Scherl publishing company.
~ Captain and Mrs NEBELTHAU, Berlin, now at Kirchentellinsfurt-
“Warttemperg -
: Dr Hermann EHLERS, legal édviser of the NIEMOLLER church of
anti-nazi resistance.
XX Dr Ebbo EHLERS, same as Dr EHLERS

Other references;

:General Superintendent D Otto DIBELIUS, Chief of the Church

- 13 -




" resistance to national sociali
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Clergyman REHLING, Hagen hé;tphalia, resistance of the Westphalian
ehurch, activist. :

Praesés Dr KOCH, same.

S

Baron von HUENE, professor at the University of Tubingen, anti-

% nazi. &
% Bernard J GOEDECKER, manufacturer, Munchen, Tizian strasse,

5 anti-nazi

f The catholic clergyman VALPERTZ, Hagen, Westphalia.

3 T The clergyman Otto WEHR, Saarbrucken |

i The clergymen SCHLAEGER and BITTKAU, Neuruppin near Berlin.

: " August FRANZ and his entire family, strong anti-nazis, Saarbru-
? cken, now Talheim-Wurttemberg.

E . Dr STRAUB, Metzingen-Wurttemberg, and his family.

L
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: ,}/}/' The prussic acid coverzd Py these invoices had been ordered by

the Reich lain‘Security (05 6 ¢ c#, Berlin W3: Kurfursten Strasse, upon

the direction of SS Major GUEﬁTHER. Ilbeing responaible’for their
functionperformed it loyally by HNXXNIKE making these boxes disap-
pear in the disinfecting chambers upon their arrival at Oranienburg
and Auschwitz. Thus a bad use of the acids was prevented. Lest th
Reich lain Security Office be reminded of the presence of rather
nonexistance of this supply, I never paid for these deliveries,the
invofices of which -for the same reason- had been made out in my name.
Thus it became possible to' make the acid disappear immediately after
its arrival. If its absence had been EKHKAXXK nbticed I should have
answered, "That is a mistake of the Jﬁggkdisinfecting service wh‘&k
does not and may not know th:rggrpose (of the acid)." Or I should
have said; "The acid had become decomposed and it was pos-

sible to keep it any longer.

/8/ Kurt GERSTEIN.
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Germén}company for the Control of Vermin
First Li%utchant
Kurt GERSTEIN
(1) Berlin
Ledpziger Str. 31/32
9 June 1944

Dr Peters has turned your letter over to us for answering.

IO R *“mmim* ey

Attached we are transmitting a statement concerning the unpaid bills
up to the 18th of the precéeg¢ding month. Thig statement, however,

does not contain our two invoices of 30 May amounting Gz to RM 9755%

As to your question concerning the ability to store the merch-

andise, we can inform you that we assure the warranty for a year.

We do not doubt that the merchandise can be stored for a longer per-
iod. But in view of the pr<yerd especially precarious situation4/f““0“
we hﬂ%%Sﬁe request you not to exceed the period for storage, but to

e e e

use the oldest deliveries for disinfecting purposes. In this connect-
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lon we - batly
ion we have to inform you of the fact thgt our factory has been

éi}%&é&é%iaa during the attacks in the Pentecost period, so that

. eCordin Infvvma fren
production has been interrapted completely.’ fYom the

il o

e

factory, repairs will take about three months. Accordingly -during

1

E this period we shall”be able to fill our obligations to you. If,

i

;ﬁ,#, ~however, you should urgently need the merchandise -which we hardly

3
e
é
k_‘,

T

imagine-judging from your letter- kindly inform us thereof. Maybe
it will become possible within a reasonable time,to manufacture cer-
tain limited quantities in another factory.

In connection with the durability of the goods we wish to stress
in particular that a decomposition can hardly occur, but that it, 7

_nevertheless, is possible that the cans become affected. The slight-

8 -

:Za—bat impurities in the tin, frequently discoverable only under a
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microscope, are the cause for corrosion. Then little holes occur
rrog which a little prussic acid may escape., But even this is not
dangerous providea the good are kept in well aired storage, as pres-
cribed by us. Should the smell of prussic acid be perceived,‘we rec-
ommend tv'examinigthe boxes and in-usi%the damagga'cans as soon as
possible.

We hope that the preceding lines contain the information you ™

2§84 12 not, please get in touch with us again, so that, if the

Pl se-
occadion should ‘1%&90, we can answer any additional questions.,

Heil Hitler
new address German Company for the
DEGESCH bontrol of Vermin, Ltd
Kaiser Str 70 Bs/KAUFMANN

Post Office Box 98 /8/WUSTINGER
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